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Are Church Creeds Essential to a Religious Life? 


Announcer: 

Yes, friends, it's Town Meeting 
time. Here in the heart of the 
Middle West in Columbia, Mis- 
souri, home of Stephens College, 
Christian College, and the Uni- 
versity of Missouri, we’re bringing 
you a discussion of the question 
every individual must have asked 
himself many times during these 
troubled days — “Are Church 
Creeds Essential to a Religious 
Life?” 

We're meeting tonight in Lela 
Raney Wood ballroom of Stephens 
College where we are the guests 
of the special Town Meeting host 
committee and the Burrall Class. 
Burrall is a class of college and 
university students, here in Colum- 
bia, which meets each Sunday 
morning to help these students 
find sound answers to the questions 
of their lives and puts them to 
work in their communities. This 
class is conducted by Paul Weaver, 
one of our speakers. 


Now, here, as usual, to conduct 
our program, is our genial moder- 
ator, the president of Town Hall, 
New York, Mr. George V. Denny, 
Jr. Mr. Denny. (Applause.) 


Moderator Denny: 


Good evening, neighbors. This 
is indeed a pleasure to be meeting 
here at this great center of educa- 
tion. Our education gets more 
pleasant every year—more beautt- 
ful girls. No wonder the GI’s are 
overflowing our colleges and uni- 
versities. I understand a few weeks 
ago Mr. Millard Lampell, a recent 
Town Meeting speaker, visited 
your community and got the stu- 
dents of all three institutions ex- 
cited about having a Town Meet- 
ing of their own. So before long 
you may need a Town Hall build- 
ing in Columbia. 

It’s well to remember, however, 
that no building is as important 
as what goes on in the hearts and 
minds of men. Tonight, as we 


consider this question, “Are 
Church Creeds Essential to a Re 
ligious Life?” we are asking a 
deeply personal question about the 
sources of your actions and mine. 

In the midst of all these tensions 
at home and abroad, we want to 
pause long enough to inquire about 
those things that give purpose and 
meaning to our lives. 

Why do some of us choose to be 
decent rather than indecent? 

Why do some prefer honesty to 
dishonesty ? 

Why are some men generous and 
others unselfish, and others greedy 
and arrogant? 

Why do some men strive for 
justice and fair play, regardless of 
personal consequences, while 
others seek every advantage for 
themselves, no matter how many 
people they may hurt or destroy 
along the way? 

How often have you said to 
yourself, “I am a religious man. I 
do not need the church’’? 

Freedom of religion is one of 
the cornerstones of our Republic. 
Men and women of many creeds, 
but all worshipping the same God, 
founded this great Nation. 

Today some of us are saying, “I 
can lead a religious life without 
accepting a church creed.”’~ On 
the other hand, others feel that a 
church creed is indispensable to a 
religious life, which is true. 

The real answer you'll have to 
find for yourself, but to help you 
find your own answers, here are 


= 


four authorities who'll help you 
think usefully and constructively 
about this question: Father Francis 
J. OReilly, S. J., Professor of 
Philosophy at St. Louis University; 
Rabbi Ferdinand M. Isserman of 
Temple Israel in St. Louis; Dr. 
Franklin Clark Fry, president of 
the United Lutheran Church in 
America; and Paul Weaver, head 
of the Department of Philosophy 
at Stephens College. 

Now, may we hear first from 
Father Francis J. O’Reilly, Pro- 
fessor of Philosophy and Regent 
of the School of Dentistry at St. 
Louis University—Father O’Reilly. 
(Applause.) 


Father O'Reilly: 

This discussion seems to me, Mr. 
Denny, to be largely a matter of 
understanding concepts, of under- 
standing what religion is, what 
constitutes a religious life, what 
a creed is, and why man must be 
religious. In fact, once these con- 
cepts are clearly understood, little 
room, if any, should be left for 
discussion. We never ask whether 
the sun is essential for light and 
heat, nor whether food is necessary 
for life. Perhaps a question like 
that before us tonight is raised be- 
cause, as Americans, often enough 
we distort the concept of freedom 
of religion to mean freedom from 
religion. 

Perhaps we even consider as a 
fundamental American freedom 
that man is free to worship God 
or not, that man is free to lead a 


religious life or not, that man is 
free to accept the true God or 
some man-made substitute. Yet 
neither the principle nor the prac- 
tice of this country could ever 
justify such a thesis. 

Neither this Government, nor 
any government on earth, could 
ever grant to man the right to be 
free whether he should worship 
God or not. 

What then is religion? 

Religion embraces all those acts 
of man’s intellect and will by 
which man attempts to recognize 
and express his dependence upon 
God. A religious life, then, is a 
life that’s dominated by the motif 
of religion and nothing else is a 
religious life. 

All the elements that go into a 
religion and religious life can be 
summed up in these three: Religion 
is a creed. Religion is a code. 
Religion is a cult. 

We cannot worship God unless 
we know the truth of God. An 
illegitimate child is not interested 
in the source of his origin. Neither 
will he pay honor to his father if 
he should happen to discover him. 
But we are not illegitimate chil- 
dren of God. 

We must discover and acknowl- 
edge the truth of our origin, the 
truth of God. God blessed us as 
men with an intellect. An intellect 
is a capacity to know truth, and 
we must accept the truth, itself, 
which is God. No life can. be a 
true life unless it’s built upon 


true facts, and a religious creed 
is nothing else but the expression 
of the true facts of God—who God 
is, what God is, and what are 
God’s thoughts and volitions about 
man. 

Religious truth, like all other 
truth, is something existing out- 
side the mind of man—something 
to be discovered, something to be 
found. It cannot be merely a 
mental fabrication of the individ- 
ual. It cannot be purely subjective, 
something fashioned according to 
one’s own individual liking. 

We cannot think that way about 
the truth of medicine, of health, 
and of diet, and still expect to lead 
a vigorous, healthy bodily life. 
Either we accept the objective truth 
of the rules of health, or we take 
the consequences. The same is 
good with regard to religious 
truth. And because man, at least 
within the last century, has for- 
gotten to hold on to religious 
truth—maybe that’s the reason we 
are having the sorry consequences 
that we have. But you say to me, 
“Here is a good man. And he 
doesn’t accept any church creed at 
all.” Well, he is just like the 
healthy man who is healthy in spite 
of the fact that he seems to defy 
all the laws of medicine and bi- 
ology. Both of them are accidents 
of nature—something not intended 
and occurring outside of the in- 
tention of God. 

And what is a code? A code 
is the objective truth of morals. 


Take away from man a code pro- 
mulgated and supported by the 
authority of God and what do you 
have? Justice soon becomes merely 
possession; charity, cheap  senti- 
mentality; and right among na- 
tions, simply a question who is 
strong enough to hold the most. 

And a cult? A cult is nothing 
but a worship of one true God. 
God gave man a free will to accept 
and love freely the good and the 
beautiful. Man’s intelligence tells 
him that when he finds the all 
good or the all beautiful, which is 
God, he must love him. That is 
worship. 

Religion, then, is these three: 
creed, code, and cult. And the 
greatest and most important of 
them all is creed. For unless man’s 
‘intellect accepts the truth of the 
true God, then man’s code and 
man’s cult becomes simply some- 
thing man-made—here today and 
gone tomorrow—subject to the in- 
dividual whim and fancy and never 
strong enough and firm enough 
and secure enough to make an in- 
telligent and rational appeal to the 
conscience and intellect of man. 


(Applause.) 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Father O’Reilly. But 
even on this important question 
there are two sides, so now let’s 
hear from Rabbi Ferdinand M. 
Isserman of Temple Israel in St: 
Louis, and author of This Is Juda- 
ism. Rabbi Isserman. (Applause.) 


Rabbi Isserman: 


Mr. Denny and friends. We 
live in the bruised and battered 
world after centuries of recital and 
emphasis on religious creeds. I, 
therefore, propose that religion em- 
phasize deeds over against creeds 
that we might build a better world 
here. It is a tribute to America 
and to the principle of the sep- 
aration of church and state that 
an unhampered discussion on re- 
ligious fundamentals can be held 
on the radio with every participant 
unafraid fully to air his convic- 
tions, certain that neither prosecu- 
tion nor persecution will follow. 


In other ages in other lands, 
men who dared to express religious 
views which challenged the ac- 
cepted creeds in their communities, 
paid for their courage — Baruch 
Spinoza with excommunication, 
John Huss and Michael Servetus 
with death. Protestantism, Cath- 
clicism, and Judaism alike were 
intolerant of their heresies. Neither 
Huss, nor Spinoza, nor Servetus 
were irreligious. John Huss is one 
of the forerunners of Protestant- 
ism, Baruch Spinoza is known as 
the God-intoxicated man. 

Tens of thousands of men have 
been exiled, tortured, and mar- 
tyred at the request of ecclesiastics 
because they could not accept the 
religious creeds of those in power. 
The champions of creed drove the 
Puritans from England, massacred 
the Huguenots in France, burnt 
witches in New England, impris- 


oned Baptist ministers in Virginia 
for preaching on Sunday, and de- 
nied Catholics the right to vote 
in Rhode Island. 

Thomas Jefferson was called an 
infidel and an atheist by the cham- 
pions of church creeds in his day, 
even though he expressed his re- 
ligious faith when he wrote in the 
Declaration of Independence that 
all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with 
certain inalienable rights, even 
though he lived a good life, walked 
in the way of the prophet of Israel 
and of Jesus, suffered for freedom, 
championed the poor and _ the 
weak, opposed aristocratic privi- 
leges, persecution in the name of 
religion, advocated the Bill of 
Rights, and strove to make public 
education available for all. 

Abraham Lincoln, a deeply re- 
ligious man, brought up practically 
on the Bible, joined no church be- 
cause of sectarian creeds. When 
asked why, Lincoln replied he 
would join that church which asked 
man to love God and to love his 
neighbor. 

Creed barred Lincoln’s entrance 
to the House of God. Lincoln also 
saw that men and women who re- 
cited creeds regularly upheld 
slavery, exploited the weak, hated 
their neighbors, loved not the God 
of the universe but a tiny, pro- 
vincial God imprisoned within a 
creed, the worship of whom led 
not to love, justice, freedom, and 
brotherhood, but to bigotry, hatred, 


persecution, and contempt for one’s 
fellow man. 

In my experiences as a rabbi, I 
have found it easier to make 
friends among Christians whose 
emphasis was less upon creed and 
more on deed, in movements that 
seek to aid the underprivileged, 
to bring justice to colored peoples, 
to build inter-faith friendship, to 
promote world peace, to establish 
social justice. There is greater par- 
ticipation by ministers and laymen 
whose emphasis on creed is not 
primary. 

Why have so few modern re- 
formers come from the ranks of 
organized religion? 

Why have so many champions 
of the poor turned against or- 
ganized religion? 

Why have so many good, believ- 
ing people fought with tooth and 
nail most of the social reforms 
of the past century? 

Why did the leading Negro edu- 
cator say publicly that a secular 
labor organization has done more 
for Negro justice in three years 
than organized religion in many 
decades? 

Because, Father O’Reilly and Dr. 
Fry, creeds have clouded the visions 
of the kingdom of God on earth, 
because theological systems have 
been placed in the center of re- 
ligion and brotherhood “relegated 
to the background, because the tra- 
ditional creeds, still repeated, con- 
cern themselves only with the re- 
lationship of man to God‘and not 


with the relationship of man to 
his fellow man. 

In this atomic age, we must em- 
phasize the things we have in com- 
mon. Religion, which should unite 
us, divides us by its creeds. There 
have been leagues of nations but 
no league of religions, a United 
Nations but why, gentlemen, no 
united religions? 

The humanitarian ideals are ad- 
vocated by all the great religions, 
among which I include not only 
Christianity and Judaism but also 
Mohammedanism, Hinduism, Bud- 
dhism, and Confucianism. In this 
ctisis, the leaders of these world 
religions should come together on 
a common platform to end war, 
promote peace, eliminate bigotry, 
persecution, tyranny, ill-will be- 
tween races, and social injustice. 

Traditional creeds prevent such 
unity. May I suggest a creed in- 
timated at by the prophet Micah— 
I believe in one God who hath 
made my soul immortal, and all 
men in His image, whose will I 
obey when I extend justice and 
mercy to men of all creeds, of all 
nations, of all faiths; in com- 
munion with whom my faith is re- 
newed in the basic decency of my 
fellow man, in the dignity of life, 
in my duty and cooperation with 
all men, to build now upon sthis 
earth the kingdom of righteous- 
ness, justice, brotherhood, and 
peace. That God I must worship 
with the words of my mouth, with 
the meditations of my heart, and 


with the actions of my life. (Ap- 
plause.) 


Moderator Denny: 

Thank you, Rabbi Isserman. 
Now, may we hear from Dr. 
Franklin Clark Fry, president of 
the United Lutheran Church in 
America, and a member of the 
committee on Reconstruction and 
Interchurch Aid of the World 
Council of Churches. Dr. Fry. - 
(Applause.) 


Dr. Fry: 


For some reason that I have 
never understood, a professional in 
the religious field is always ex- 
pected to be apologetic when he 
talks about religion. The maker 
of barrel staves is recognized 
everywhere as an authority on bar- 
rel staves—I once heard one of 
them address a luncheon club on 
that fascinating subject. But a 
minister of religion, when he talks 
about the things he knows most 
about, is just as apt as not to be 
accused of bias or of bigotry. 

Anyway, I don’t come with a 
trace of apology tonight. Indeed, 
I feel that I have a special right 
to speak. I believe in the creeds 
of my church, not merely for the 
sake of my position, but with all 
my heart and with all my mind. 

Coming as I do out of the stream 
of religion which produced creeds, 
and which has always been based 


. upon them, the puzzle to me is all 


on the other side. It’s how people 
to whom the whole conception is 


foreign can possibly talk under- 
standingly about it—they are the 
ones who need to be embarrassed, 
if anyone does. 

No man who has not experi- 
enced American patriotism can 
justly judge my American patriot- 
ism. It is no less true about my 
church’s creed. 

It is a good thing that the sub- 
ject for discussion this evening has 
been so carefully phrased. If it 
had simply read, “Are creeds es- 
sential,” then there would have 
been no argument. Of course, 
they are. A creed, by definition, 
is only a statement of what a man 
believes. There can hardly be 
an individual alive who doesn’t 
have one. Even the person who 
declares earnestly, “I don’t believe 
in creeds,’ may not know it, but 
he has just told us his creed. It’s 
a poor and negative one, but it 
can’t get away from the fact that 
that is what it is. 

The only ways the rational being 
can avoid having a creed are never 
to have any convictions either for 
or against, or never to whisper 
them to a living soul. If creeds 
are essential for a religious life, I 
am equally convinced that church 
creeds are, too. That’s so for two 
reasons—their indispensable value 
comes from two sides—from what 
they are in themselves, and from 
what they do to me.” 

Let us have a glance first at 
what they are in themselves. It 
is not intelligent to reject church 


creeds until we know what their 
contents are. No one would treat 
a scientific proposition in that way. 
It is only in dealing with religion 
that some people are that irra- 
tional. 

If anyone will look carefully at 
the church creeds before condemn- 
ing them, he will see that they are 
simply a recital of the acts of God. 
In my judgment, there can’t be a 
religion worthy of the name that 
is not based on God. God is the 
author of it—-He started it, He 
laid the foundation work, and He 
did it not only with words, but 
with deeds. 

A creed merely recounts what 
God has done and a few of the 
inescapable conclusions from it. It 
keeps the memory of His gifts 
fresh. 

Let me say a strange thing. The 
great majority of people who think 
they have a quarrel with creeds, 
don’t really. Their trouble goes 
much deeper—their basic quarrel 
is with God, or about God him- 
self. And that’s not our subject 
this evening. Our discussion is 
not on “Is there a God?’ but on 
“Are church creeds essential?” 

If there isn’t a God, or if He 
has not manifested himself, of 
course, church creeds are nonsense. 
You can repudiate God if you 
want, and everything that he has 
done, although that seems a little 
foolish—a puny man shaking his 
fist or his head at the Almighty. 
But that is another issue altogether. 


Once you acknowledge Him and 
want to remember what He has 
done, then church creeds are ab- 
solutely essential. 

In passing, let me pay my fe- 
spects to those who admit that 
God exists, but profess that He 
has never shown Himself by deeds. 
If that were so, he’d be less than 
a man, and that’s ridiculous on the 
face of it. My God is no mute. 
He has displayed Himself in his- 
tory by many mighty acts and in 
person. 

That is what I confess in my 
creeds. I couldn’t keep still—I 
would burst. 

Creeds are completely essential, 
too, because of the feeling they 
arouse in me. Religion must have 
a motive power behind it—that’s 
an axiom. A man’s native good- 
ness in himself pathetically isn’t 
enough. Look around you and 
see. That has been the gruesome 
tragedy of this world. 


The spring of religion which 
flows out of my spirit must be in 
response to what God did first. 
In a word, it is gratitude. That’s 
what the church creeds are always 
arousing in my soul. One of our 
familiar hymns catches it perfectly 
—“This hast Thou done for me, 
What have I done for Thee.” 
Without the church creeds ‘con- 
stantly prompting my heart, my 


gratitude would dry up and my 


religion would wither away. 


If you ask me, “Are church 
creeds essential to a religious life?” 
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my whole being, my mind as 
well as my emotions, answers 
“Yes.” I am a living witness. 


( Applause.) 


Moderator Denny: 

Thank you, Dr. Fry. Now, we're 
going to hear from a man whose 
voice is familiar to many genera- 
tions of Stephens, Christian, and 
University of Missouri students. 
Paul Weaver, head of the Depart- 
ment of Philosophy at Stephens 
College, and teacher of the Burrall 
Class. Mr. Weaver. (Applause.) 


Mr. Weaver: 
Are church creeds essential to a 
religious life? Father O’Reilly 


answered “Yes,” because he be- 
lieves religion without intellectual 
foundation is dangerous. 

Dr. Fry answered “Yes,” because 
he believes the contents of church 
creeds contain religious truth, and 
stir up in men religious reactions. 

Rabbi Isserman answered ‘‘No,” 
because of the testimony of history 
as to what emphasis on church 
creeds has done. 

I am to answer “No.” But I 
want to make it clear that I do 
have a church creed, and I am glad 
that I have it, but I do not believe 
it is essential to a religious life. 

I see no necessary connection be- 
tween religion and a church creed. 
Getting religion is like falling in 
love, and building a creed is like 
defining love. Even when a col- 
lege girl falls in love, it’s a pretty 
terrific experience, not just another 


experience, but something very 
special. It changes things. Old 
things pass away and everything 
becomes new. 


Announcer: We interrupt this 
program to bring you a special 
bulletin. Washington —The con- 
ference of railroad officials and 
union officials at the White House 
has just adjourned until tomorrow. 
This means the strike will continue. 
This bulletin came to you from the 
ABC news room in New York. 
We return you now to America’s 
Town Meeting of the Air. 


Mr. Weaver (continuing): 


The other has to do with the 
feelings and possession of love. 
The one you can talk and argue 
about; the other, you live by. 
Creeds we get in our heads; but 
religion, we get in our hearts. 

I say “No” to our question in 
the second place, because I believe 
church creeds sometimes are a 
hindrance to our religious life. 

Let us assume that Father 
O’Reilly and I are on a desert, and 
that both of us come upon a man 
who is dying of thirst. We tell the 
man that we know the location of 
a spring that flows with cool, pure 
water. We ask the man to come 
with us and we'll lead him to the 
spring, but he refuses and says 
he doesn’t believe a spring exists. 
So Father O’Reilly and I, who see 
this man’s need of water, go run- 
ning off to the spring. 
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We approach it in different 
ways, and we fill our respective 
buckets. with water, and return to 
the dying man. I say, “Here, man, 
drink from my bucket. It’s good 
water.” 

Father O'Reilly says, “Drink 
from my bucket, my good man, 
for this is good water.” But the 
man objects. He says, “Both your 
buckets are rusty.” 

Now what do we do. All too 
often, we pour the water out of 
the buckets and hit each other 
over the head with them. (Laugh- 
ter.) We do not doubt that we 
live in a day in which mankind is 
dying for want of love. What is 
needed is that men shall drink 
from the fountain of the love of 
God, but we have so many buckets, 
so many creeds, that defending 
and believing in the buckets 
hinders the drinking of the water. 

I say “no” to church creeds in 
the third place, because they be- 
come a substitute for religious ac- 
tion. There is something radically 
wrong with our modern world. 
We are frightened of the atomic 
bomb, but it is not the bomb that 
can hate and destroy us. It is 
men who make and use bombs, 
men who have had church creeds 
for a long time. 

Millions of people around the 
world tonight are threatened by 
starvation for want of bread, but 
it is not wheat that refuses to move 
—it is men who are unwilling to 
move it—-men with church creeds. 


FERDINAND M. ISSERMAN—Rabbi Isser- 
man of Temple Israel in St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, is chairman of Justice and Peace 
of the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis. Born in Antwerp, Belgium, in 
1898, he came to the United States in 
1906 and was naturalized in 1918. Rabbi 
Isserman has an A.B. degree from the 
University of Cincinnati; Rabbi degree 
from Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati; 
and and A.M. from the University of 
Pennsylyania. He has also studied at the 
University of Toronto and the University 
of Chicago. 

Before coming to his present charge 
in St. Louis in 1929, Rabbi Isserman 
served congregations in Philadelphia and 
in Toronto, Canada. He was co-founder 
of the Social Justice Commission in St. 
Louis and chairman of the group from 
1930 to 1935. He is a member of the 
board of the Bible College of the Uni- 
yersity of Missouri, and a former trustee 
of Hebrew Union College. He is active 
in many other groups concerned with re- 
ligious and civic affairs. 


Rabbi Isserman served in the U. S. 
Army during World War I, and worked 
with the American Red Cross in Africa 
during World War II. He is the author 
of several books including This Is Judaism. 


FRANKLIN CLARK FRY—Dr. Fry is pres- 
ident of the United Lutheran Church in 
America and a member of the Committee 
on Reconstruction and Interchurch Aid 
of the World Council of Churches. Born 
in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, in 1900, he 


Coal does not threaten man. It 
never goes on a sit-down strike in 
the bowels of the earth. It 
is men who disagree about the con- 
ditions and the wages for the min- 
ing of coal. 

Will church creeds help men 
move the coal? No, our problem 
is in man. It is we who threaten 
ourselves with all of these things. 


Dr. Fry, I think you will agree 
with me that this is the central 
problem of our time—and that 
religion has an answer, but I sub- 
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is a graduate of Hamilton College and 
the Philadelphia Lutheran Seminary, and 
has’ also studied at the American School 
for Classical Studies in Athens, Greece. 

From 1925 to 1929, he was pastor of 
the Church of the Redeemer in Yonkers, 
N. Y., and from 1929 to 1944 was pas- 
tor of Trinity Lutheran Church in Akron, 
Ohio. He was secretary of the committee 
on evangelism of the Lutheran Church 
from 1930 to 1938; member of the board 
of missions, from 1934 to 1942; member 
of the executive board from 1942 to 
1944; and has been president since Jan- 
uary, 1945. 

Dr. Fry is the author of several books 


including Calling All Christians and 
A Faith for These Times. 
PAUL STANLEY WEAVER—Mr. Weaver, 


head of the department of Philosophy at 
Stephens College, has an A.B. degree 
from Marshall College and a B.D. degree 
from Yale. In 1931, he was director of 
the summer school for the Congregational 
Board of Education of Salt Lake City 
and Ogden, Utah. He was student min- 
ister of the Memorial Baptist Church of 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, from 1932 to 
1934. Since 1934 he has been on the 
faculty of Stephens College. 


FRANCIS J. O’REILLY—Reverend Francis 
J. O'Reilly, S.J., is professor of Philos- 
ophy and Director on the Board of Re- 
ligious Welfare at St. Louis University. 
He has both an A.B. and an A.M. degree 
from St. Louis University where he has 
been on the faculty since 1940. 


mit to you that that answer is not 
church creeds. 


Jesus fashioned no _ church 
creeds, but he did say, ‘Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thine heart, with all thy soul, 
with all thy strength, and with 
all thy mind, and thy neighbor 
as thyself. This do, and thou 
shalt live.” 


No church creed can make a 
man do this. It can only cover 
him with a pious veneer—a veneer 


: 


that sometimes makes him a hypo- 
crite. 

If we could split modern man 
wide open, we would find, I think, 
at his center, a mirror—a mirror 
that reflects, in spite of any church 
creed, himself, his interests, his 
wishes, his destiny. That mirror 
must be removed, and in its place 
must be put an image of God, so 
that regardless of creed, man’s 
every desire reflects the common 
good. 

Tonight we sit uneasily on a 
great military victory. But that 
victory gives us mounting despair. 
We have need for the church— 
great need. But I don’t think it 
is a creed. 

We need its altar before which 
we may fall on our knees, and 
from which we may rise changed 
men—men aflame with the desire 
to build a good, clean, decent 
world—a world in which all men 
wake with the sun to a day of 
hopeful work and to lie down 
when the stars come out to a night 
of fearless rest, and who in all the 
hours in between, love one another 


and God. (Applause.) 


Moderator Denny: 

Thank you, Paul Weaver. Now 
gentlemen, perhaps we should dis- 
cuss this among ourselves awhile, 
before we take the questions from 
our audience. 

Do you have a comment or a 
question, Father O'Reilly? 

Father O’Reilly: Naturally, I 
have many comments and ques- 
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tions. Just to select one—Mr. 
Weaver, you made a quotation — 
from some of the beautiful words 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in 
choosing that selection, you also 
said, ‘He proposed no creed.” 

You chose only one sentence 
of what our Lord said. He said 
many, many more things, and 
among them was very emphatically 
that we must believe. 

I'd just like to know if you 
thought our Lord was very indif- 
ferent of whether man accepted 
His doctrine or not; because if He 
was indifferent, then He didn’t 
care whether we had a creed or 
not, but if He was not indifferent, 
He did want a creed. 


Mr. Denny: Thanks, Father 
O’Reilly. Now, Mr. Weaver. 
Mr. Weaver: Well, I would 


say certainly that Jesus had a great 
deal to offer man and that not 
all of it can get in one quotation, 
but I believe that the central quo- 
tation that sets out the direction 
for real religion. I think Jesus 
wanted men to do that. Now to 
do a thing you have to believe it. 
But I think whether you believe 
a statement and an_ intellectual 
proposition, and whether you feel 
the spirit of God in you are two 


very different things. (Applause.) 
Mr. Denny: Thank you. Dr. 
Fry. 


Dr. Fry: Rabbi Isserman, at the 
beginning of your address you said 
something like this: “The world 
has had church creeds for a great 


many years and the world has 
conspicuously not gotten as good 
as we wish it; therefore, we should 
give up church creeds.” The 
United States has had a flag for 
many years and patriotism con- 
Spicuously is not as good as we 
would wish it. Would you urge 
us to give up the flag? (Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr. Denny: Rabbi Isserman? 

Rabbi Isserman: The teaching 
of creeds and the emphasis on 
creeds has not impelled men to 
do the good life. Men and women 
who know these creeds perfectly 
and have recited them perfectly 
have hated, have murdered, have 
insisted on segregation of Negros, 
and the tragedy is that while they 
profess the creed they didn’t seem 
to realize, for example, that the 
segregation of Negros or hating 
their neighbors or looking down 
on foreigners is not in keeping 
with the demands of religion and 
the will of God. (Applause.) 

May I ask Dr. Fry a question? 
Dr. Fry said that a creed consists 
of the knowledge of God’s acts. 
Why are there hundreds of creeds? 
Did God do so many different 
things? 

Mr. Denny: Dr. Fry? 

Dr. Fry: In the first place, sir, 
I'm not conscious that there are 
hundreds of creeds—chrrch creeds. 
The church creeds that are the com- 
_ ion ones of Christianity, the ecu- 
menical creeds, are accepted by 
the overwhelming majority of all 
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Christians as a proper recital of 


the acts of God. Obviously, God | 
can act only one way and think | 


enly in one fashion. If we mis- 
take His thinking, we must strive 
to understand more perfectly by 
opening our ears to His words. But 
that does not destroy the fact that 
God who speaks speaks to us with 
a clear voice. (Applause.) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Dr. 
Fry. Mr. Weaver has a question. 


Mr. Weaver: Father O’Reilly, 


you’re surer than I am, I gather | 


from what you said, and it worries 
me a little. (Laughter.) Now 
what does your creed make you do 
with me? I said I thought that 
a church creed was not essential to 
a religious life. Does this make 
me itreligious, doomed, bad? 


Mr. Denny: Mr. Weaver, if 
that were asked by a member of 
the audience we'd rule it out as 
personal (laughter) — but since 
you’ve asked it, you asked for it. 
So, Father O’Reilly, give it to him. 
(Laughter.) 


Father O'Reilly: I should take 
a poll of the students probably 
first, before I answer it. (Laugh- 
ter.) But I would say first, Mr. 
Weaver, I am very happy that 
neither you, nor I, nor any other 
man will be the person to pass 
judgment on any individual’s total 
life. I’m very happy that’s in the 
hands of God. (Laughter and 
applause.) However, in answering 
that fully—if I might not take too 
long, Mr. Denny—I might tell a 


little anecdote. I happen to have 
a little Irish on my mother’s side. 
(Laughter.) 
_ There was an Irishman who once 
came, greatly perturbed, to his 
pastor. He said, “Oh, Father, I’m 
very worried. There are a lot of 
good people — my butcher, my 
baker, and to you I can even say 
my saloon keeper, and they don’t 
go to church at all, not even to 
the Catholic church, no church. 
Father, I’m awful worried about 
them. 
going to Hell.” 

The Father said, ‘Now, Pat, 
don’t be worried too 
They’re all in good faith, they’re 
sincere. They just don’t know any 
better.” 

Pat said, “Father, if that’s the 
only way I can get to Heaven— 
by my ignorance—then I’d just as 
soon go to Hell.” (Laughter.) 

But prescinding from the hu- 
morous, I would say to Mr. 
Weaver, candidly and honestly, I 
hope and trust he’s a good man. 
I would also say to Mr. Weaver, 
or any one who would be in 
agreement with him, I also be- 
lieve in not accepting the true 
faith, the true creed, whatever it 
might be, of the true God and ac- 
cepting it with his whole intellect 
as a necessity of life, objectively, 


I'd hate to think of them 


much. | 
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he is not in the right. But, what- 
ever a man is objectively, he still 
may be a good man. 

What I referred to in my pre- 
pared part, I said just as in nature, 
there are healthy men who are 
healthy even though they do not 
possess the normal disposition of 
the health needs that God pro- 
vided, so there can be good men 
without the ordinary good means 
that God provided to make men 
good and one of them, the most 
essential, is a creed. So I hope 
my friend, Mr. Weaver, is a good 
man. But Ill still leave that to 
God. (Applause.) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Father 
O’Reilly. That seems to be a good 
place to stop briefly for station 
identification. 

Announcer: You are listening 
to America’s Town Meeting of the 
Air. 

Let me remind you, friends, 
that copies of tonight’s discussion, 
as well as all Town Meetings, are 
available in full including ques- 
tions and answers, in the Town 
Meeting Bulletin, published for 
your convenience for 10 cents. You 
may receive it regularly each week 
for a year for $4.50, for 6 months 


at $2.35, and for 11 weeks for $1. 


Address your orders to Town Hall, 
New York 18, New York. 


QUESTIONS, PLEASE! 


Mr. Denny: Our congratulations 
this week go to the Philadelphia 
Junior Town Meeting of the Air 
and the Junior Town Meeting 
League, on account of the excellent 
atticle about this Junior Town 
Meeting movement by Warner 
Olivier in the current number of 
the Saturday Evening Post. 

Thousands of high school teach- 
ers throughout the country are 
using the Town Meeting method 
to introduce young minds to con- 
troversial issues of our day, and 
we know of at least 19 cities in 
which Junior Town Meetings are 
broadcast locally each week. 

Next week I want to tell you 
briefly about how your Town 
Meeting idea is being used in 
Japan to teach our former enemies 
the ways of democracy. 

But now let’s carry on with our 
discussion here tonight, remember- 
ing that we are still offering a 
prize of $25—$25 United States 
Savings Bond, that is — for the 
question considered best in the 
opinion of our committee of 
judges, provided the questions are 
limited to 25 words. We'll start 
with the young lady on the aisle. 

Lady: Dr. Fry says that a creed 
is a belief, and also that he be- 
lieves his creed with all his heart 
and mind. It was for that reason 
he took the church of his pro- 
fession. I want to know, then, if 
a personal creed, such as the ten 
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ideals we have at Stephens, if they 
could not be the foundation of a 
truly religious creed? 

Dr. Fry: Unhappily, I am not 
zcquainted with the ten ideals of 
Stephens, although I think I see 
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them. As a matter of fact, I pre- — 
sume that all ten ideals are ex- _ 
pressions of the intentions of the | 


individual—goals to which the in- 
dividual should live. A 
creed is not that at all. It is a 
statement of what God has done— 
in creating the world, in sending 
His Son, in giving His Spirit to 
live among us—to speak of the 
typical Christian creed. They’re 
totally different propositions al- 
together. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Now 
the young lady on the other aisle. 

Lady: Mr. Weaver, you stated 
that religion is a product of the 
heart. If so, what part does the 
intellect play in the real essence of 
religion? 

Mr. Denny: Mr. Weaver, you 
said it was a product of the ‘heart. 
What part does real religion play 
in the intellect? 

Mr. Weaver: Well, I'm sure I 
don’t know what part it plays. 
For example, I don’t know what 
part the conscious mind plays in 
the driving desires that produce 
behavior in man. I think, perhaps, 
through the intellect, we can sur- 
vey the notion of good, certainly 
can think and analyze the state- 
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10:27, but I think the act of change 
is not only the moment at which 
4 Man goes into action—I think 
ane * sligions miracle. 
Mr. Denny: Thank you. The 
_ young lady in the pink coat. Yes? 
Lady: Vd Nike to ask Rabbi Isser- 
man if he believes that if a girl 
joins the Episcopalian Church after 
_ many years of looking and finds 
something that she likes, is there 
something wrong with ity 
creed, if it's something she be- 
fieves? 
Mr. Denny: \s there anything 
wrong with liking a creed? 
Rabbi Isserman: There is noth- 
ing wrong with liking a creed. The 
only thing in the experience of his- 
tory is that people have recited 
_cteeds and not related them to 
life. They seem to have felt that 
_cteeds prepare them for the life 
hereafter, that creeds have nothing 
_ to do with compelling them to do 
justly, love mercy, right here on 
this earth with their fellowman. 
_ Mr. Denny: Thank you. Don’t 
“you want to get in on that, Father 
OReilly? I was just trying to sxe 
that there’s a perfectly clear cleav- 
age between you and Rabbi Isser- 
man on that, and I thought per- 
haps you'd like to comment on it. 
_ Father Really: I would just say 


the beautiful, but I'd say 2 
ion of creed and religion is 
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more than liking. Sometimes we 
don’t like the truth, but it still 
can be truth. (Applause.) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Rabbi? 

Rabbi Isserman: Vd like to ask 
this question: Why is segregation 
sanctioned by religions of great 
creeds—segregation of people be- 
cause of color? (Applause.) 

Mr. Denny: Are you asking that 

question of either one of our speak- 
ers here? 
. Rabbi Isserman: Yes, why is 
there no evident contradiction be- 
tween one God of the universe 
and segregating people even in the 
House of God? . 

Dr. Fry: ites a little unfortunate 
that the question is asked of Father 
O'Reilly and me—this is Dr. Fry 
speaking. Because I believe the 
two churches we happen to repre- 
sent ate among those that do not 
ptactice segregati and we are 
two of the churches that do stoutly 
stand on creed. (Applzuse.) 

Mr. Denny: Let’s take the young 
lady way over there. 

Lady: Father O'Reilly, how can 
you justify the prejudice and the 
ill feeling that religious creeds 
arouse in people? You know—the 
ill feeling between the Catholics, 
the Protestants, and the Jews. 

Mr. Denny: The young lady 
wants to know how you justify the 
ili feelings that are sometimes 
aroused on the part of people of 
different religious creeds. ° 

Father O'Reilly: That is an ua 
fortunate thing, for which none of 


us thanks God. However, ill feel- 
ing can be created by difference 
in any degree. You get a man 
and a woman living long enough 
together and there’ll be a certain 
amount of ill feeling just because 
one’s a man and the other’s a 
woman. In other words, the ill 
feeling isn’t created of necessity 
due to the difference in creed. It 
could be created by the difference 
in creed. However, as a tribute 
to both of the two between whom 
there is the ill feeling—namely, 
each has such a deep conviction 
that he’s in possession of the’ truth 
—well, as a result, here’s his neigh- 
bor who is equally convinced, and 
it’s just too bad both of them 
can’t say, “Well, I respect you and 
you respect me.” But that’s not 
due to defect of the creed. It’s 
due to defect of some individuals 
who possess it. But I think of 
itself it isn’t mecessarily a bad 
sign, because it can be an out- 
growth of deep conviction. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Father 
O'Reilly. Rabbi Isserman? 


Rabbi Isserman: 1 would merely 
here put the question that people 
do feel very intensely about creeds 
—what’s wrong with the creeds, 
themselves, that they can hate be- 
cause of these creeds? If you 
think with all the convictions of 
your heart that my creed is in- 
ferior to yours, you’re going to 
think I am an inferior man. 

My contention is that the reason 
there are scores and hundreds of 
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different religious creeds in the 
world is because the creeds deal | 
with the unknown, with the things — 
about which human beings inevit- 


ably speculate, and there will al- 
ways be differences in creeds. 


We can unite on deeds, and I — 
think religion ought to emphasize — 


deeds more to build the kingdom 


of God here on this earth now and | 


do away with the agony and the 
suffering and the hate, with the 
ill will in the name of religion, 
and with the ill will between races. 
These are in the present civiliza- 
tion as dominated by individuals 
who have recited creeds for cen- 
turies. Why haven’t we a better 
civilization? (Applause.) 

Mr. Denny: The young man 
with the bow tie. 


Man: Mr. Weaver. Is it not 
true that had it not been for the 


effect of church creeds on myself | 


in my early life and my parents 


and the others who taught me : 
those church creeds—mind you, I — 


feel that I could go from this point 
without attendance at church once 
more or belief in a church creed— 
but had it not been for that 
earlier teaching and the earlier 
effect on my life of church creeds, 
where would my religious life have 
come from? (Applause.) 

Mr. Weaver: I think your re- 
ligious life would have come from 
where it should have come from 
anyway—the Bible. (Applause.) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. 


Lady: Dr. Fry, if one truly fol- 
lows the Golden Rule, would not 
the influence of it upon one’s life 
be equal to that of the influence 
of any creed? 

Dr. Fry: The Lord Jesus Christ 
spoke the Golden Rule. Very evi- 
dently, he did not feel that that 
was the whole of religion because 
he proceeded to teach his disciples 
and the crowds intimately and 
thoroughly about the nature of 
God and their obligations to God, 
and to fill them full of gratitude 
for all God had done. Gratitude 
is the spring of my observing the 
Golden Rule and they are not in 
any sense a contradiction. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. 

Man: Rabbi Isserman. Is it 
not possible that the wrongs of 
history you quoted have been 
caused by a failure really to be- 
lieve and to follow the creeds pro- 
fessed by mouth? 

Rabbi Isserman: The creeds 
mention nothing about the rela- 
tionship of man to his fellow man. 
They deal with the relationship of 
man to God. I think that has 
been the inadequacy of creeds. I 
was on the high seas during the 
wat in a convoy of American 
troops. Jews and Christians wor- 
shipped together. We _ were 
thrilled by the common experi- 
ence. If the men present had fol- 
lowed their creeds, that worship 
would have been impossible. (Ap- 
plause.) 
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Mr, Denny: Thank you. Father 
O'Reilly. 

Father O'Reilly: I just want to 
disagree momentarily with my 
friend, Rabbi Isserman, that any 
true and good creed does have a 
great deal to say about man’s re- 
lationship to man—a great deal. 
( Applause.) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. 
young lady here. 

Lady: Father O'Reilly. I would 
like to know if a person can have 
a Christian creed, and not neces- 
sarily a definite church creed. Isn’t 
that more or less the question? 

Mr. Denny: Can. you have a 
Christian creed and not necessarily 
a church creed? 

Father O'Reilly: Answering that 
question is a pretty large order. 
What I would indicate as a lead 
for your thinking, rather, would be 
this: As soon as you say a Chris- 
tian creed, you have the question 
to answer, who is Christ? What 
is He? Until you answer who He 
is, you haven’t decided how se- 
riously you're going to take it. 
That’s where the trouble starts. 


The 


Mr. Denny: All right. Mr. 
Weaver. 
Mr. Weaver: 1 would like to 


point out that I know of nothing 
in the record of the Bible in which 
Jesus, in answering the question 
that people directed to Him, “How 
may I be saved?” said, ‘““You have 
to develop a theory about me.” 
He said, “Do this and thou shalt 
live.” (Applause.) 


Mr. Denny: The lady on the 
aisle. 
Lady: Dr. Fry, you stated that 


God was the author of our creed. 
If that is true, how do you recon- 
cile our treatment of minority 
groups with Christ’s Sermon on 
the Mount? 

Mr. Fry: I did not state that 
God was the author of the creeds. 
i stated that God is the author of 
religion and that the creeds recite 
the acts of God. Everytime we 
treat minority groups shabbily, 
those who are aroused are those 
who have the love of God in 
their hearts, and the greatest force 
in the world today, I verily believe, 
for the improvement of human 
kind, is the force that comes from 
those who believe. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Rabbi 
Isserman, did you want to com- 
ment on that? No? The lady 
down there in the back. 

Lady: Father O’Reilly. Wouldn't 
it be better for man to draw from 
his religion his own creed rather 
than accept one that is prepared 
for him? Isn’t he capable of it? 

Mr, Denny: Wouldn't it be bet- 
ter for man to draw a creed from 
his own religion than to accept 
one prepared for him? Is that 
your question? 

Father O’Reilly: Well, “it all 
depends upon the authority that 
there is behind the creed. If a 
creed comes to me with the au- 
thority of God, and I put in oppo- 


sition my own man-made creed, 
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obviously the competition isn’t ex- 
actly fair. If the creed does not 
come to me with any authority 
short of the authority of God, I 
would agree with you. I’m equally 
free to construct my own as well 
as any other man. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The 
young man right there. Yes? 

Man: Rabbi Isserman. Granted 
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that the great philosophers and | 


the statesmen you did point out 
can develop their,own way of life, 
are there not those who are less 
gifted, intellectually speaking, who 
do need a religious creed to fol- 
low? 

Mr. Denny: Rabbi Isserman? 


Rabbi Isserman: My quarrel this 
evening has been with the tradi- 
tional creeds, with their lack of 
effect upon human conduct. In 
this age and throughout all the 
ages, the best proof of it is that 
secular nations in face of a great, 
common peril, have organized a 
United Nations. Why haven't the 
religious leaders of the world got- 
ten together to form a_ united 
religion? I believe the voice of 
religion—if religion could become 
the spokesman for all the various 
creeds of the world—treligion could 
make itself heard in the councils 
of statesmen. 

Religion is divided—divided by 
creeds. Religion agrees on the 
kingdom of justice here. 
divided by creeds and the creeds 
just cloud the kingdom of justice 
on earth. I gave you my own creed, 
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but yet I believe the emphasis in 
religion has been wrong. We 
need a_ better, more effective 
method of teaching religion, not 
by the recital of creeds, but, pri- 
marily, by doing of the good life 
by deeds. (Applause.) 

Mr. Denny: Dr. Fry? 

Dr. Fry: The Rabbi Isserman 
interested me very greatly. He 
mentioned a creed of his own and 
said also that he would like the 
great religions of the world to 
unite. In Rabbi Isserman’s creed 
there is a statement of belief in 
one God, which is not held by 
some of the religions he enumer- 
ated. In his statement, there was 
a belief in the immortality of the 
soul, which is conspicuously not 
held by one of those religions. 

Rabbi Isserman: 1 beg to differ 
respectfully with Dr. Fry. You 
see, it’s possible in all religions. 
You can take—that’s what we 
do when we judge other religions 
—we take these religions at their 
_ lowest end. When we judge our 
own, we judge it by its noblest 
utterances. If we judge the re- 
ligions I have mentioned by the 
utterances of their noblest leaders, 
_ we'll find both the belief in one 
God and the belief in the im- 
mortality of soul. (Applause.) 

Mr. Denny: The gentleman here. 

Man: Dr. Fry. Why is it that 
creeds are so much concerned with 
the nature of God and so little 
concerned with the way we should 
live? 
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Dr. Fry: Because the first is the 
premise and the second is the re- 
sult. A man must know his Father 
and his Father’s will before he is 
able to act in accordance with the 
way God wishes him to. The fun- 
damental thing is for us to know 
where we come from and where 
we are going, and having set those 
two points, we can draw a straight 
line between them. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. 
young lady here. 

Lady: Father Fry. You men- 
tioned that some—(/aughter). 

Mr. Denny: You mean Father 
O'Reilly. 

Lady: Father 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. Denny: Dr. Fry thought he 
had a good-looking red-headed girl 
asking him a question. But, go 
ahead. 

Lady: Could you tell us what 
some of those things are in the 
church creeds that refer to man’s 
relation to man? I'd like to hear 
about that. 

Father O'Reilly: Well, there’s 
the doctrine, for example, of the 
communion of Saints, which isn’t 
the communion just with Saints 
above, but the union of all men 
through Christ. Read the epistles 
of St. Paul and study the doctrines 
of the mystical body of Christ, 
which is a teaching of the unity of 
all men through Christ under the 
one Father God, and teaching that 
what you do to others, you do to 
Me. All of that is in the creed. 


The 


O’Reilly, yes. 


Mr. Denny: Thank you, Father 
O'Reilly. I want to ask each one 
of you before we close to give us 
your answer in summary, in the 
light of all that’s gone before on 
tonight’s question, “Are Church 
Creeds Essential to a Religious 
Life,” and we'll take our sum- 
maries in reversed order, and start 
first with Paul Weaver. A half a 


minute, please. 


Mr, Weaver: I was interested 
in this comment made recently 
that we can’t lead a good life un- 
til we know the will of God. I 
believe that’s true. But I also 
think that one of the troubles is 
that when people know that, as 
they certainly can know it from 
reading the Bible, rather than 
working out a creed, in their hearts 
they don’t really wish to do it, or 
they're not sufficiently sensitive 
and alert in the day in which they 
live to make it come alive. I 
have no quarrel against church 
creeds; I have one myself. If 
church creeds with a new emphasis 
on them bring us closer to the 
meeting of the needs of our times, 
I’m for them. But I do want to say, 
religion is the accomplishment of 
these things. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. 
Weaver. Now, Dr. Fry, please. 

Dr. Fry: I firmly believe that 
the one thing America needs most 
religiously is a vertebrate religion. 
It needs a spine up the. back that 
will hold the body together. We 
are menaced on all sides by in- 


22 


vertebrate religion that is formless 
and is rapidly becoming void. Id 
also remind you that at the head 
of the spine is the head. The spine 
leads to thinking, and I am never 
satisfied until I give myself in 
mind as well as in body and emo- 
tion to my faith. 


Mr. Denny: Thank you, Dr. | 
Fry. Now, a word from Rabbi — 
Isserman. | 


Rabbi Isserman: 
ber of the minority religious group 
whose fathers survived because 
they had a creed. They believed 
in one God and one humanity. 
Even when they were hated, when 
they were persecuted, when they 
were martyred — that creed sus- 
tained them and enabled them to 
survive the vicissitudes of centuries. 
One God and one humanity—not 
the traditional creeds which di- 
vide, but the creed which would 
unite all men and the brotherhood 
of man, and the kingdom of God 
on this earth. I believe that is the 
will of God and that concept of 
creed will be found in the noblest 
utterances of the great prophets 
of all the religions. God has sent 
His prophets not to one creed, not 
to one religion, but God has sent 
his prophets to all peoples—they 
are of many races, of many colors, 
and they recite different creeds. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Now, 
Father O’Reilly. 

Father O'Reilly: The summa- 
tion of everything I have said just 
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comes to this. That the greatest 
need for religion today is a sound, 
firm, intellectual foundation. Un- 
less we have that, man should not 
take it very seriously. I will close 
it all with a quotation from no 
less a source than Life magazine, 
April 2, 1945. “The real enemy 
of religion today in America is 
not creeds, but secularism. While 
reason has pretty well demon- 
strated its incapacity to rule the 
world without religion, it has yet 
not been realized that religion is 
also helpless without reason.” (Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. I want 
to thank Father O'Reilly, Rabbi 


Isserman, Dr. Fry, and Paul 
Weaver. As I said at the outset, 
this is a question, ladies and gentle- 
men, that you'll have to answer 
in your own hearts and minds. 
But I am confident that our speak- 
ers have given us much valuable 
information by which we can all 
profit. Now, before we hear about 
next week’s anniversary program, 
our committee of judges has 
awarded a $25 United States Sav- 
ings Bond for the question asked 
by a Miss Kenyon, I believe: “How 
do you account for the prejudice 
and ill-feeling that creeds arouse 
in people?” Congratulations, Miss 
Kenyon. 
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